JACOB COHEN 

SS SOUTH FXJl_I_eRTON AVENUE 
MONTCLAIR. N. J. 


July 10, 1966 
Dear Mrs. Meagher: 

I greatly appreciate your informative and cogent 
letter. 1 know your work, of curse, and have coii'.e to 
admire it as must anyone work! nr around the assassination. 

Permit me scene comment on the issues raised in your 
letters I am perfectly aware of the nroblens raised by 
the shirt and jacket. After a year of shooting apfc. iryself 
in the back and waving to imaginary crowds, I have been 
successful, only a few tires, in moving both jacket and 
shirt the required three inches. (75pstein*s claim that 
there is a discrepancy of six inches I find incomprehensible . 
The wound indicated in Exhibit 386 is more than two inches 
below the tor of the shirt and jacket.) .Agreed, it is 
hard to move the clot ing the required distance unward and 
to the right, but since it’s possible, it seems to me 
fruitless to concentrate fire on the shirt and jacket when 
there is other, less easily evaded, far more decisive, 
evidence extant. 


As for the stretcher bullet. It certainly presents 
difficulties for any defender of the prren llenort . Great 
difficulties. Not on the grounds of its weight, h- the way, 
pace Salandria. Frasier sayd, accurately, that bullets of 
this type vary in pristine weight from 161 to 164 grams. 

If 399 was 164 or 163 grams in pristine form, Salandria* s 
argument about its ’weight is pointless. The share of 399 


presents a more difficult problem, on; 
And I promise you that when and if 
I’ll test ay solution against your 


haven * t solved . 


[ think I’ve solved it, 
Less gullible intelligence 


The eyewitness testi 


ony on c • t. e n a <, i 


f. SfT 


e wounds 


is eontradicto3 




Ms verbal identification 


of the back wound in perfect conformity with the wound 
depicted in Exhibit 386. Furthermore, one racist include Humes 
Boswell, and Finck among the eyewitnesses to the wounds. 

And there cure, I might add, three morticians w'->o prepared 
the President’s body for burial, all of whom observed his 


V/OUI1GS C n G H.L hC O j. C S. S S clS S e. i icT.l) I. O ?. 

testimony I shall include in my book, 
statement in mv article. 


whose unplumbed 
I’ll stand on t’r 


.ks :-:or vae date the FBI got the autonsy : why are you 
"astonished” that Adams disclaimed the state ents attributed 
to him by Epstein? You yourself seem to accent Knebel • s 


date, December 23, 1963. But Erstein 


aut< 


ceio; 


’ 5 

Dece 


lid the FBI hac 


we 


9. 


":Ie alee said they he 


the 


photos. Unless you can offer evidence establishing the accur 



ox these statements your astonishment is ndsrXnced, better 
c tint you v/ere cxstoiiisaoci t-'.at a voun.' scholar should 
such pivotal assertions on sue’*' fliinsy evidence. I 
bx r c no v/?.j 1 s -“erticrl aeoirt the : >ece? t.'-Gr 25rx date* 
ireosmy wovrvtv out has xx obed to no sevex'al ti r os 
be fibbing to Knebel as well. .out certainly I’l] ; 
t "'•is : it - ao Adi iiact the autopsy by the 23rd, and if the 
authors ex' the Kun^lsroatrry eport '->ad studied it (rn.thes 


ease 


d 1c _ - 

gree to 


c iai 
heces;; 


-C ' 


used the xxsksdsmn retorts on 
saber 9th Report), you’re in busine: 


t h e±x 


‘■ecs 


All of v/'b 
which I thin 
all the evil 
That’s been done over and 
campaign* to devise a via; 


'ex: to cue main point of my article 
•r you've siissoct. iy aim was not to develop 
snee potentially eaborrcssm" to the Con: ission. 

y:ax n. by aim was to organize a 
2Vise a nlan of action. It seems to me that 
toe wisest strategy is to concentrate on the missing evidence 
noc one existing eviaence , since official ”spo kesiien" have 
evaded coi.r.rent on coc contraciici-LOrs in the existing evidence 


ior over 


is no lon.mer 


year, and will, no doubt, 


nrren Conn 'is£ 


x ne 


in trie exxstxn; 

, do so forever. There 
ion, Mrs. Meagher, and your 

: •.* Sells to an e. com.' 1 amts aeout "official spokesmen for 
barren Commission' 1 will fxiixsHxx not even fall on deaf 
ears. J)o you actually expect that that Coo ission will 
reconstitute itself in order - to withstand your -very cosent 
abuse and tart of the other critics? Nor has the FBI shown 
any propensity to admitting its own errors in public. You 

way yet a «ew articles published by core laxning to the high 

heavens, and some propaganda value, but nothing will barren 

•iience oi sue a cxiorts. r.y own idea is to concentrate 
miming uocumonts, hint at suppression, and innocently 
that they be made available in the name of Truth. 


in conse 
on the 
demand 


Yurt nermore , j. can talic to something renler than the hi' 


• •> Pea 

rtiral Burkley. (I believe 
tin., m t ; co co.e iooa oi a Committee to examine the 
> hot os and X-rays and I hone to 


David Acheson , Robert Rsnnedy, 
icheson is 


ie Eenne dy sho rt ly . ) 

Yes, of course, there arc- skksxxp robiems in the evidence 
apart from tne rhotos and X-rams, though most of these, I helie\ 
could be resolved once we get the autopsy straight. I don’t 
know what you think of Salandria’s opinion that assassins fired 
at and ! -it the President from the front and the right side. 

( _hougn cue implicit autopsy xn the Fra Report ix contains no 
mention of these hits.) But certainly if there were sxuch s 
snots ana 'its the X-rays and photos would mrinririrhrii show it 
and they would settle the question of where, precisely, 

Kennedy was hit in the back. Nor is it as easy to forge 
photograpns as you imply. And it is impossible to forge X-rays. 

So can I persuade you to join a "united front" of 

students of the R@p ; -rt- critics and defenders alike all of 

tvaom have an interest that these documents be made public. 

By concentrating on that single issue — and concentrating fire 
on a few single individuals and agencies, we may achieve a 
breakthrough. I assume that you wish a breakthrough. 


I’ll >ie most e; 


Mark Lanes ’ s 


one . 


hors 




ee your book. I’ve just finished 
e the nroofs; and we need another 
you include your own hypothesis on the number v& 


to 

-ave 



JACOB COHEN 

98 SOUTH FULLERTON AVENUE 
MONTCLAIR, N. J, 


ox sio cs ana ’its ana tae j.oc; tion of c .xe assassin or assassins • 

I think you -will agree that the critics of the 'Report ought to 
suoject themselves to the same rcr uiro' ones of internal consistency 
which they demand of the Report itself. Cne of the reasons I 
continue to defend the Coiaraission is that I find the is; 1 lied theories 
ox the critics absurd and contradictory . Xxs&siHxfHxxKxxsxiH If 
s tpstem, for example, believes that the x autopsy ijcckteSSI 
summarized in the 731 Report is correct, thej* he has^a yersion of 
the assassination in wh ieh a bullet travelling 2500 snnEss per second 
enters the President’s back only an inch and dislodges. TT e also 
rnusf ^ave the President clutch his throat four seconds before he’s 
inhere . Salandria and Ja.no are r. mass of contradictions, 

Salandria particularly. So I hope you will adumbrate a theory 
which is worthy of your negative criticism. 


'Sion ox 


I am at the above address four ■'■ay 
see you and talk to you some tiv.e. 


a ix C- V/ e u 1 ci like 



Jacob Cohen 
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98 SOUTH FULLERTON AVENUE 
MONTCLAIR, N. J. 



Mrs. Sylvia lieagher 
302 Y/est 12th St. 

New York, I\ T .Y. 10014 



